COMPLETE LISTING OF ALL CLAIMS IN APPLICATION 



1. (Currently amended) A reusable, collapsible, cleanable shipping container 
having: 

a bottonn with a peripheral edge, 

first and second opposed pairs of walls, 

hinges connecting the walls each to an edge of the bottom, the hinges being 
formed of a unitary piece of resilient, flexible material fused to the walls and 
bottom to form a seamless joint between the flexible material and the walls and 
between the flexible material and the bottom, 

the walls having a first open position in which they extend away from the bottom 
and lie generally in the plane of the bottom, and 

a second, erect position in which the walls extend upward from the base to form 
a container, [[afi4]] 

force transmitting surfaces on the walls and bottom that transmit upward and 
downward vertical forces between the walls and the bottom when the walls are in 
the erect position and thereby limit the extent to which said forces are transmitted 
between the walls and bottom through the hinges , and 
wherein the walls and bottom are formed of a thermoplastic material and the 
hinges are formed of a different thermoplastic material . 

2. The container of claim 1 wherein the bottom includes elevated surfaces for 
mounting at least some of the hinges. 

3. The container of claim 2 wherein alternate walls are hinged to elevated 
surfaces. 
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4. The container of claim 1 where in the walls each define a plane and the 
surfaces on the walls include surfaces substantially normal to the respective 
planes. 

5. (Amended) A rousablo, col l aps i ble, cicanab l o shipping containor having: 
a bottom w i th a p e r i ph e ra l e dg e , 

f i rst and socond opposed pa i rs of wa ll s, 

hinges connecting tho wa ll s oach to an odgo of tho bottom, tho h i ngoc being 
formed of a un i tary pioco of ros i liont, flox i b l o mater i a l fusod to the wa ll s and 
bottom to form a s e am l oss joint b e tw ee n the fl e xibl e mat e ria l and th e wa ll s and 
b e tw ee n tho flex i b l e mat e r i a l and tho bottom, 

th e wa ll s having a f i rst op e n pos i tion i n wh i ch th e y extend away from tho bottom 
and No gonora ll y i n tho p i ano of tho bottom, and 

a socond, er e ct pos i tion i n which tho wa ll s e xt e nd upward from th e bas e to form 
a contain e r, and 

forc e transmitting surfaces on the wa ll s and bottom that transm i t forc e s betwe e n 
th o walls and tho bottom wh e n tho walls are in tho erect posit i on and thereby li m i t 
th e e xt e nt to wh i ch sa i d forc e s are transm i tt e d b e tween th e wa l ls and bottom 
through tho hingos, 

tho wa ll s oach defin i ng a p i ano and tho surfaces on tho wa ll s inc l ude surfaces 
substantially normal to tho rospoctivo p i anos, and 

whoro i n tho bottom i nc l udes a T shaped projection that forms a part of tho force 
transmitting surfaces. 
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The container of claim 4 wherein the bottom includes a T shaped 
proiection that forms a part of the force transmitting surfaces. 
6. (Amended) A reusab l e, collaps i b le , c l oanablo sh i pp i ng containor having: 
a bottom w i th a p e r i ph e ra l e dg e , 
f i rst and second oppos e d pa i rs of wa ll s, 

hinges connect i ng tho walls each to an odgo of tho bottom, tho h i ngos be i ng 
form e d of a unitary p ie c e of r e s ilie nt, fl e x i b le mat e r i a l fusod to the walls and 
bottom to form a s e am le ss joint botwoen th e fl e xib le mat e ria l and th e wa l ls and 
botwoon th e fl e x i b le mat e ria l and tho bottom, 

tho wal l s hav i ng a f i rst opon pos i tion i n which thoy oxtond away from tho bottom 
and li o gonora l ly in tho piano of tho bottom, and 

a second, oroct pos i tion in wh i ch tho wal l s oxtond upward from tho base to form 
a conta i n e r, and 

forco transm i tting surfaces on tho wa ll s and bottom that transm i t forces botwoon 
th e wa ll s and th e bottom wh e n th e wa l ls ar e i n th e e r e ct pos i t i on and th e r e by li m i t 
th e e xt e nt to which said forces aro transmitted b e tw ee n th e wa ll s and bottom 
through tho hinges, 

th e wa l ls e ach d e f i ning a plan e and th e surfac e s on th e wa ll s i nc l ud e surfac e s 
substantia l ly norma l to th e r e sp e ct i v e p l an e s, and 

wh e r ei n tho bottom i nc l ud e s at le ast two T shap e d projections and at least som e 
of th e wa ll s i nclude T shaped open i ngs that coop e rat e w i th tho T shap e d 
project i ons of tho bottom to transmit l oads botwoon tho wa ll s and tho bottom. 
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The container of claim 4 wherein the bottom includes at least two T 
shaped projections and at least some of the walls include T shaped openings 
that cooperate with the T shaped projections of the bottom to transmit loads 
between the walls and the bottom. 

7. The container of claim 1 wherein the walls define an outside surface when 
in the erect position and include a recess for receiving a band extending around 
the outside surface that retains the walls in the erect position. 

8. The container of claim 7 wherein the band is removable. 

9. (Amended) The container of claim 7 wherein the walls include [[a]] ribs 
and the recess includes notches formed in the ribs adjacent an edge of at least 
some of the walls. 

10. (Currently amended) A reusable, collapsible, cleanable shipping container 
having: 

a bottom with a peripheral edge, 

first and second opposed pairs of walls, 

hinges connecting the walls each to an edge of the bottom, the hinges being 
formed of a unitary piece of resilient, flexible material fused to the walls and 
bottom to form a seamless ioint between the flexible material and the walls and 
between the flexible material and the bottom. 

the walls having a first open position in which they extend away from the bottom 
and lie generally in the plane of the bottom, and 

a second, erect position in which the walls extend upward from the base to form 
a container rfaf^l] 
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force transmitting surfaces on the walls and bottom that transmit upward and 
downward vertical forces between the walls and the bottom when the walls are in 
the erect position and thereby limit the extent to which said forces are transmitted 
between the walls and bottom through the hinges, and 
wherein the walls and bottom are formed of a thermoplastic material and the 
hinges are formed of a different thermoplastic material, 

wherein the bottom includes elevated surfaces for mounting at least some of the 
hinges, 

alternate walls are hinged to the elevated surfaces, and 

The contQinor of claim 3 wherein the walls have a third position in which alternate 
walls are folded flat against the bottom, and the remaining walls are folded 
against the alternate walls , the walls being moveable repeatablv between the 
three positions . 

44^ Tho container of c l a i m 1 wh e rein tho wa l ls and bottom ar e formod of a 

thermop l astic mater i a l and tho hinges aro formod of a difforont thormop l astic 
mater i al. 

12. The container of claim [[44]] 1 wherein the walls and bottom are injection 
molded and thereafter the hinges are injection molded, the process of injection 
molding the hinges simultaneously fusing the hinges to the walls and bottom. 

1 3. The container of claim 1 including a third opposed pair of walls. 
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